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The 1955 Convention 


This year the British Columbia Library 
Association is holding its annual convention at 
the Qualicum Beach Hotel on Vancouver Island. 
As in former years the convention will be pre- 
ceded by a regional institute on Saturday, May 
14, which will be under the chairmanship of 
Mr. Bob Davison, who is also responsible for 
this year’s convention arrangements. 


In addition to the guest speaker, whose name 
was not announced when this was written, 
highlights of the meeting will undoubtedly be 
the minister of education’s address at the Mon- 
day luncheon and the two panel discussions that 
have been scheduled. Taking part in the first, 
which will deal with the question of B/C.L.A.’s 
position in relation to the American Library 
Association, will be Miss Marjorie Sing and Mr. 
Neal Harlow, representing A.L.A., Mr. Willard 
Ireland, representing ‘C.L.A., Miss Eva Santee, 
representing P.N.L.A., and Miss ‘Margaret Clay, 
representing the Public Library Commission. 
Mr. Ronald Ley will act as moderator. The 
second panel discussion will revolve around 
library work in other countries, and it is hoped 
to have a number of speakers familiar with 
libraries in such diverse countries as Yugoslavia, 
Norway, Scotland, Australia, Germany, and 
Japan. Miss Amy Hutcheson will be the mod- 
erator of this panel. 


The full program follows. 


CONVENTION TIME TABLE 


Saturday, May 14 
Regional Institute: Bob Davison. 


Sunday, May 15 


9:00 a.m. Registration. 

12:30 p.m. Luncheon. 

2-4 p.m. 1st General Session. 

4-4:30 p.m. Panel discussion, A. L.A., 
C.LA., P.N.L.A., P.i1.C. Med- 
erated by Ron Ley. 

5:30-6:30 Social Hour. 

7:00 p.m. 

8:30 p.m. 


Banquet. 
Entertainment: G. Lewis. 


Monday, May 16 
9:30-11:30 Section Meetings. 
12:15 Luncheon. Address by Hon. 
Ray Williston. 


2:00-3:30 2nd General Session. 


3:30-4:00 Panel Discussion: Libraries in 
other Countries, moderated by 
Amy Hutcheson. 
5:00 Dinner (Informal). 
TRANSPORTATION 


Canadian Pacific Steamships schedules to 
Nanaimo are expected to change when daylight 
saving time comes into effect and details are 
not yet available. However, it is expected that 
the majority of members will wish to leave 
Vancouver either late Saturday evening or early 
Sunday morning, May 14 or 15. 


In order to obtain special rates it is necessary 
that a minimum of ten members leave on the 
same boat and tickets must be purchased all 
at one time. If you wish to obtain the reduced 
rate please communicate promptly with Miss 
Helen Dawe, Vancouver Public Library, indi- 
cating estimated time of departure from Van- 
couver. 
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A New Building for the 
P 

Vancouver Island Regional 

Nineteen years ago this month, the Vancouver 
Island Regional Library was established. The 
headquarters unit was set up in the basement 
of an old frame building in the centre of Nanai- 
mo. For the next eighteen years 
the library struggled to escape 
from its dungeon. In a modern 
building, designed for the sole 
purpose of operating a regional 
library, the present staff is at 
last enjoying the fruit of those 
years of hard labour. 


The campaign for “leben- 
sraum” was not confined to 
efforts at the local level. Had it bathed 


not been for the interest and hard work of the 
Public Library Commission, it is very unlikely 
that we would have our building now. The first 
significant step was the commission’s Survey 
of the Union Libraries of British Columbia, 
published in 1950. The survey stated in detail 
the great need for new headquarters buildings 
in all three of the regional library districts, and 
the commission followed up its recommenda- 
tions by asking for, and obtaining, special grants 
from provincial funds to assist the regional 
libraries in financing their headquarters build- 
ings. 





B.C.L.A. 


The new building was constructed at a cost 
of just over $35,000. Work was begun in 
August, 1954, and compieted in January, 1955. 
We attempted to include in the new quarters 
all the features that were so glaringly absent in 
the old ones and to this end we received the 
utmost co-operation from the architect and 
contractor. The building is of wood construc- 
tion, finished in stucco and cedar siding. The 
roof is supported by special laminated beams 
and steel pipe resting on concrete footings. 
Ixclusive of the double garage, it is forty-three 
feet wide and ninety feet long, with a spare 
forty feet at the end of the property to allow for 
future expansion. Interior walls are of plywood 
and silvacord, except in the staff room and 
washrooms, which have plaster walls. The 
colour scheme, chosen for the most part by the 
staff, makes maximum use of the advantages 
provided by the generous amount of natural 
light available. Artificial light is produced by 
fluorescent strips and -hholophane fixtures set 
into the ceiling. 


Adequate shelving and working space was our 
first consideration. The shelves are of fir ply- 
wood, fixed throughout at varying dimensions, 
with a present capacity of about 19,000 volumes. 
Finished in light sandalwood colour, they serve 





with the “Tibet gold” of the walls to heighten 
the effect of brightness in the main part of the 
building and to give pleasure to the eye. 

The three offices, for the regional, assistant, 
and children’s librarians, are panelled in silva- 
cord, painted in deep green, light green and 
brown, and turquoise, respectively. The staff 
room, occupying the street corner of the build- 
ing, is finished in coral and light grey and con- 
tains a built-in sink and cupboards and modern- 
style upholstered furniture. 

Partial excavation has given us a furnace room 
and storage facilities downstairs, with an outside 
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entrance. We also have a mending room, fitted 
with shelving, built-in work table, and sink. The 
garage houses our bookmobile and sedan deliv- 
ery truck and a covered ramp at the back door 
makes possible easy loading with a minimum of 
lifting and carrying. 


It is a matter of no wonder that our head- 
quarters staff is happy to be surrounded with 
this ‘building, which gives them such longed-for 
features as automatic heat, plenty of light and 
ventilation, books all on shelves, and, in their 
proper order, a pleasant staff room and a view of 
one of the finest natural harbours in the world. 


(Our pleasure was increased when we learned 
on opening day that our official guests were as 
impressed as we had been with the results. 
February 5th was a beautiful day—warm with 
sunshine—and the ceremony of opening the 
building, performed by The Hon. Ray Williston, 
the Minister of Education, was brief but im- 
pressive. Mr. Williston was accompanied on the 
platform by ‘Mr. W. C. Mainwaring, represent- 
ing the Public Library Commission, Mayor 
George Muir, of the ‘City of Nanaimo, and Mr. 
George Darling, the library’s board chairman. 
Official guests included Miss Margaret Clay, 
Mr. Willard Ireland, Miss Isabel Cummings, 
of the National Library Council, Mr. Peter 
Grossman, Mr. C. 'K. Morison, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. C. Lort, and a host of local dignitaries and 
members of the Legislature Assembly. 


A general invitation is extended to all mem- 
bers of B.C.L.A. to visit our new headquarters 
during the conference at Qualicum Beach next 
month. 

R. Davison. 


Okanagan Regional Library’s 
New Headquarters Building 


The new headquarters building of the Okan- 
agan Regional Library, with which is combined 
the Kelowna branch, is situated in Kelowna’s 
Civic Centre, on the corner of Queensway and 
Ellis Street. It is of pumice stone construction, 
and will eventually be cream in colour with 
scarlet and yellow trim. 


The mahogany-paneled entrance, with its little 
plant area, and its Arts Council notice board, 
opens into the main room of the Kelowna 
branch. Here the warm cork floor, the light 
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wood tables, the modern chairs, and the wide 
windows, with their double, glare-proof glass, 
make a worthy setting for the books, which line 
every wall. Touches of red and white at the 
window sash and red Mitton letters provide the 
only contrasting colours. The room for boys and 
girls opens off the main room, and is a duplicate 
of it in miniature, with low tables and benches. 
The children also have a separate entrance, 
which leads as well to the board room. The 
board room, containing a ‘beautiful oak table, 
which was given to the library, is used for story 
hours, for classes coming in during the week, 
for art exhibits, for art groups, for film council 
work-shops, and for small meetings of other 
allied groups in addition to the meetings of the 
board of management. 


The main entrance also provides access to the 
film room, which is fire-proof and has gay yellow 
walls and a Dutch door, and to the headquarters 
section of the building. Although there is not 
so much glamour, perhaps, in this part of the 
building, there is a most satisfactory sense of 
order and workmanship, with neither waste 
room nor crowding. There is a corner, brightly 
lit, for the mending department, and another 
well organized area for the branch distribution 
service, where packed boxes are handy to the 
back door leading to the car port. In the centre 
of the building is the cataloguing and order 
room, and beyond it the school service depart- 
ment, which also has access to the car port. 
There is also a small but attractive rest area for 
the ever increasing staff, where lunches can be 
eaten in peace and quiet, and the coffee break, 
enjoyed. 


Three oil furnaces supply an even heat, easily 
controlled by thermostats, and the lighting is 
the most up-to-date available. We are especially 
delighted with the lighting over the stacks. A 
system of bells and buzzers connects all depart- 
ments, and one small but greatly appreciated 
luxury is the inter-communication system that 
connects the main desk with the librarian’s 
office. 


We think that our new atmosphere of gracious 
dignity was well reflected in the remark of one 
of our regular borrowers, made as he came into 
the library for the first time. “Oh,” he said, 
looking around in obvious pleasure, “I’d have 
shaved if I’d known... !” 


Muriel Ffoulkes. 
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The Public Library Associations 


Twenty-three of the forty public library asso- 
ciations have been briefly discussed in relation 
to the locale that has governed (or should 
govern) to some extent their present or future 
development: those in two northern areas and 
in the Kootenays. Of the remaining seventeen, 
eleven are located on the coast and six are 
spaced at widely separated points in the inter- 
ior. Of those on the coast, four serve thriving 
pulp and paper towns. 


OCEAN FALLS 

Ocean Falls is perhaps the most isolated com- 
munity of its size and importance in British 
Columbia. Situated in the cleft of steep moun- 
tains at the head of Fisher channel, it is acces- 
sible only by air and by water. No road leads 
inland and no one owns an automobile. The har- 
bour, however, is full of gas-boats and dinghies. 
For a community of this type the library is a 
“natural.” The Public Library Association was 
formed in 1928 and ‘has always enjoyed financial 
support from Pacilic Mills, which now matches 
the Public Library Commission’s annual grant. 
For some years, however, patronage of the 
library has outstripped accommodation, and 
further co-operation from the company is looked 
for in order to provide adequate and centrally 
located quarters. 


CRANBERRY LAKE 

Farther south, Powell River Townsite, loca- 
tion of the world’s largest newsprint mill, has 
not yet benefited by public library association 
organization, although a company library pro- 
vides library service at a nominal fee. Two in- 
corporated villages, however, that belong in this 
industrial area have public library associations. 
One is in Cranberry Lake, just a mile up the 
hill from Powell River Townsite. This library 
was organized in 1952 but is making good 
progress. 


WESTVIEW 

Four miles to the south is the prosperous vil- 
lage of Westview. seaport for this area and the 
home of many Poweil River operators. Estab- 
lished in 1948, the library has shown rather 
phenomenal growth, thanks in no small degree 
to generous support from the village commis- 
sioners, who have done considerably more than 
match annual grants from the Public Library 


B.C.L.A. 


Commission. In addition to cash grants, admir- 
able quarters have been provided for the library 
in the new municipal hall, rent-free. 


PORT MELLON 


Farther south again and a short distance up 
Howe sound is Port Mellon, townsite for the 
Howe Sound Pulp ‘Company. Port Mellon Pub- 
lic Library Association was incorporated in 
1946, flourished for three years, and then closed 
down when Sorg Pulp Company shut the plant 
in 1949. With the resumption of industrial 
activities by the new company in 1953, the 
library likewise resumed operations. It enjoys 
good accommodation and local financial support 
equal to commission grants. 


GIBSONS 

Gibsons Public Library Association is also 
located on Howe sound, right at its mouth and 
on the southern tip of the Sechelt peninsula. It 
serves a community that is largely residential, 
many of the residents being retired people and 
others, workers at the pulp mill, who commute 
to Port Mellon by road or by boat. The library 
is one of the younger associations, having been 
incorporated in 1952. 

The suggestion has been made that the above- 
mentioned libraries, on the stretch of coast from 
Powell River south around the Sechelt peninsula 
and up Howe sound, together with such libraries 
as should yet be organized in this area, would 
lend themselves well to co-operative develop- 
ment, under the administration of Public Library 
Commission personnel, similar to the library 
co-operatives in the North-Central and Peace 
River districts. Total population would not 
warrant the formation of a regional library dis- 
trict of the Fraser valley type, but there are 
enough communities, close enough together, 
to permit of co-operation along lines that have 
proved feasible in the nofth. 


TOFINO AND UCLUELET 


Right on Pacific waters are located the two 
youngest public library associations, Tofino and 
Ucluelet. These are important fishing communi- 
ties at the mouth of Barkeley sound on the west 
coast of Vancouver island. The two associations 
were organized late in 1954. The Tofino penin- 
sula has been known to enjoy as much as thirty- 
three inches of rain in one month: a winter 
climate that should induce fast growth of library 
circulation. 
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The four remaining associations on the coast 
have this in common: either they are in a state 
of transition to municipal or regional status or 
there is good reason that they should be. 


NORTH VANCOUVER 

North Vancouver Public Library Association 
was founded in 1924 and for many years lan- 
guished in an under-nourished condition in quite 
inadequate quarters. A new day dawned for it in 
1949 when the city council bought, and turned 
over to its use, a good wartime building well 
located near the centre of the business district. 
At the same time financial support was increased; 
it was quadrupled in 1950 and materially im- 
proved subsequently. The library’s 1954 book 
circulation of 83,000 was four times the 1948 
figure. Altogether this has given good evidence 
of what an adequately supported public library 
might do for this city of 17,000 people were it 
duly established as a municipal public library. 
Such a move is currently under consideration. 


CAPILANO 

Capilano Public Library Association, organ- 
ized in 1952, ‘has also enjoyed—more than one 
member of the board would probably say “suf- 
fered”—phenomenal growth, having attained in 
the short space of two years to fifth place, in 
point of view of library use, amongst the prov- 
ince’s forty associations. The library serves a 
new residential section of the District of North 
Vancouver, and, like its sister library in the 
City of North Vancouver, provides good evi- 
dence of the need to develop adequate public 
library service for the district as a whole in 
co-operation with the city, which it virtually 
surrounds. 


WILLIAMS LAKE 

Last but not least are five associations in the 
interior at widely separated points. Williams 
Lake, capital of the ‘Cariboo ranching country, 
started its library in 1945, after the pattern of the 
Creston School-Community Library. As in the 
latter case, however, it was soon found that 
the more conventional form of library under 
provisions of the Public Libraries Act offered 
the better prospect for full development, and in 
1951 the library became the Williams Lake 
Public Library Association. Suitable quarters 
have constituted one of its principal problems, 
but there is currently a movement on foot to 
build a community centre that will provide 
individual accommodation for the library, the 











5 


historical society, and an active arts and crafts 
group. In this, as in similar library projects, it 
is receiving assistance from the Public Library 
‘Commission, 


REVELSTOKE 

Revelstoke organized its library association in 
1920 and it lasted longer than most of those 
that sprang into existence at that time. In 1937 
it, too, succumbed to slow starvation. In 1946 
it came to life again with renewed vigour, and 
it is today a model of zeal and enthusiasm in 
public service, enjoying good moral and financial 
support from its city council. Located at the 
northern tip of the Okanagan Regional Library 
district, it had marrowly missed affiliation with 
that large group of municipalities and school 
districts when it was formed in 1936. In view of 
the subsequent progress of both organizations, 
amalgamation at an early date would seem 
logical. 


FIELD AND GOLDEN 

The communities of Field and Golden are 
handicapped ‘by the lack of municipal organiza- 
tion. Field has no option in the matter, located 
as it is in national park land. Golden simply thas 
preferred to remain under the protective wing 
of provincial authorities. Both communities have 
public library associations; that in Field was 
established in 1939, that in Golden, in 1953. 


MERRITT 

The last public library association for honour- 
able mention is well named, Merritt. Organized 
in 1920, it has carried on through thick and thin, 
latterly at an increased tempo since receiving 
annual grants from the Public Library Com- 
mission. It might conceivably be brought one 
day into a considerably expanded Okanagan 
Regional Library district, but, failing that, it 
should, like other geographically “separate” 
libraries, be able to count om continued support 
in cash and in “kind” from the Public Library 
Commission. 

e ° e 

This is the last of a series of four reports on 
the affairs of the forty public library associa- 
tions that serve 125,000 people in British Colum- 
bia. It should not be concluded without a tribute 
to the many good people who give freely of their 
time and energy to administer these reading 
services. The governing boards are not consti- 
tuted of members appointed by a municipal 
council to keep down expenses but are elected 
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annually by the library ‘borrowers themselves. 
They take on this work for the love of it and 
for such service as they can render to their 
fellow citizens. Some of them are fully trained 
and experienced professional librarians; most 
of them are people without such professional 
standing, who nevertheless attend to library 
affairs in a manner of which they need in no 
way to be ashamed! All things considered, 
residents of small communities that have the 
benefit of well administered public library asso- 
ciations, travelling library and open shelf service 
from the Public Library Commission, and refer- 
ence service by mail from the Provincial Library, 
do not have much room for complaint, if the 
local situation does not permit of standard 
public library organization on a fully adequate 
scale. 


C. K. Morison. 


Nominations 

The Nominating committee, British Columbia 
Library Association, wish to call for nomina- 
tions for the offices of vice-president and secre- 
tary. 

In accordance with the rules governing this 
committee, “each nomination shall be signed by 
three members entitled to vote, and be accom- 
panied by the acceptance of the nomination by 
the nominee.” 

For your information, other offices (not re- 
quiring nominations) are expected to be filled 
as follows: 

President: Mrs. Margaret Brunette (now vice- 
president). 

Treasurer: Miss Joan O’Rourke (term of 
office not yet expired). 

Past President: Miss Anne Berry. 

All nominations should be sent to the chair- 
man of this committee at least one month prior 
to the annual meeting, set for May 15, 16. 

Ruth H. Goodall, Chairman, 
Nominating Committee. 


Certification 


The newly-approved certification regulations 
are as follows: 

Minimum qualifications of a candidate for a 
professional certificate of librarianship in the 
Province of British Columbia shall be a univer- 
sity degree with a professional library degree 
from a graduate library school accredited by the 
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Canadian Library Association or the American 
Library Association; or a university degree and 
registration certificate of the British Library 
Association (A.L.A.); or a university degree 
and the equivalent in training and experience. 

The board of examiners to examine qualifica- 
tions of applicants for certification in accord- 
ance with the above regulations shall be com- 
posed of the superintendent of the Public 
Library Commission, the registrar of the De- 
partment of Education, and two professional 
librarians appointed by the minister of education 
from a panel of four librarians nominated by 
the executive of the British Columbia Library 
Association. 

Any person holding a certificate granted under 
previous regulations may be granted the above 
certificate subject to the approval of the board 
of examiners. 

Applications should be sent to the Registrar 
of Education, Parliament Buildings, Victoria, 
B.C., and should be accompanied either by a 
former B.C. certificate, or, in the case of new 
applicants, by evidence of degrees, diplomas, 
etc. for academic as well as professional qualifi- 
cations. They should also be accompanied by the 
fee of five dollars, which will include payment 
for the certificate if granted. 

Those librarians, however, who ho!d the 
British Columbia Grade I or Grade I (advanced) 
certificates issued subsequent to 1949, need not 
submit the documentary evidence indicated 
above. Such persons may make application as 
outlined, including the registration fee and in- 
dicating the type of certificate held and the date 
of issue. Evidence of qualification will be on 
file in the Department of Education. 


Library Notes 


THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH 
COLUMBIA LIBRARY 


The triennial U.B/C. circus known as Open 
House took place on Saturday, March 5, when 
thousands of British Columbians visited the 
campus. To help create part of the picture of 
what “University” means, the library provided 
a number of displays to show the type and scope 
of materials required for university work. In- 
cluded were a twenty-foot table of rare books 
received as gifts, and other tables of government 
publications, periodicals, publications of the 
university and of its graduates and staff, a dis- 
play showing the world-wide sources of library 
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acquisitions, and one of books in various bind- 
ing stages. Especially popular were a room full 
of maps and one displaying micro-reproductions 
and types of reading machines under the title, 
“Library of Tomorrow.” 

Such has been the increase in the use of micro- 
reproductions in the library that a new (third) 
microfilm reading machine has had to be obtain- 
ed, a Recordak, model M.P.E., with opaque 
screen. Readers are also available for microcard 
and microprint, and over five million pages of 
research material are available in all of these 
forms. 

The Acquisitions Division is about to adopt a 
multiple-form system for ordering and records 
purposes, and a new electric typewriter has just 
been secured to implement it. 

A renewal of funds for book purchases has 
recently been received from the Carnegie Cor- 
poration for French-Canadian studies, and from 
the Rockefeller Foundation for Slavonic ma- 
terial. 

Mr. Roland J. Lanning has returned to his 
post as head of the Serials Division after several 
months of illness. His recovery has been slow 
but complete. Mr. Harlow attended the midwin- 
ter meeting of the American Library Association 
and visited, en route, the library schools at 
Toronto and McGill, stopping over also at 
Queen’s University and the Royal Military 
College. Dr. Rothstein has just become eligible 
to be called father; the child, Linda Rose, 
weighed in at 8.5 lbs. 

N.H. 


NEW WESTMINSTER PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The New Westminster Public Library has 
prepared a program for a new building—and an 
architect has been engaged to make some pre- 
liminary sketches (albeit for a mythical site!). 
The sixty-four dollar questions — “When?” 
“Where?” and “How much?”—may be years 
in the answering but we have made at least an 
encouraging start. 

We have no interesting acquisitions or staff 
changes to report. But perhaps other librarians 
may be as glad (and as surprised) as I to learn 
that the Swift Canadian Company’s Adhesive 
#2552, made right here in New Westminster, 
is the same sort of plastic glue as that sold by 
various American library supply houses—and 
very much cheaper. 

A.M.H. 








VICTORIA PUBLIC LIBRARY 


In the past few months the following staff 
members ‘have left the library: Miss Margaret 
Coppin, from the Cataloguing Department, Mrs. 
Joy Whyte, from the Circulation, Mrs. Stephanie 
Outtrim, from the Reference, and Mrs. Norah 
Hunter, from the Mending. 

New staff members include Mrs. Anneke 
Bertsch, Mr. Fred White, formerly of the 
Tacoma Public Library, and Miss Muriel Hogg, 
formerly of Enoch Pratt Library, Baltimore. 

In expectation of a larger circulation of films, 
to be gained by working in closer co-operation 
with the Victoria and District Film Council, the 
Film Department has been moved to the main 
floor, where better service can be given to our 
film borrowers. 

M.N. 


VANCOUVER ISLAND REGIONAL 


Now that we have obtained a new library 
headquarters, we are planning to add to our 
staff. We hope to secure the services of an 
assistant cataloguer and a typist for headquar- 
ters. In addition we feel that a professional 
librarian is practically a necessity for Nanaimo 
branch as the city’s increasing population has 
been accompanied by a definite demand for 
reference work. At present we have one mew 
staff member, Mrs. Shirley McRae, formerly of 
the Public Library Commission at Dawson 
Creek. 

After the congratulatory speeches of opening 
day, the staff added a personal note to the occa- 
sion by presenting Mr. Davison with a sealskin 
wallet in recognition of his efforts in securing 
the new building. 

Stimulated by the success with the new head- 
quarters, the chairman of the library board is 
trying to arouse public interest in building a 
new branch for Nanaimo. The need for this is 
emphasized by the number of children who 
crowd the branch during the Saturday morning 
story hour. It was planned to hold the story 
hour in the basement of the branch that served 
as regional headquarters for many years. How- 
ever, so many children have arrived for these 
sessions that it is necessary to use the upstairs 
for the seniors and the basement for the juniors. 
Adults, too, would appreciate larger quarters, 
particularly in the reading room, which is 
crowded into one corner of the fiction room. 
P.B. 








OKANAGAN REGIONAL LIBRARY 

We have finally made the great move into our 
new building. We moved January 15 and opened 
to the public, unofficially and against terrific 
odds, January 17. At this time the adult depart- 
ment of the Kelowna branch was more or less 
ready, but the headquarters department and all 
staff working space was still in a state of unholy 
upheaval. For two long weeks we toiled, gasping 
from the reek of paint fumes and deafened by 
the scream of power saws, amid the confusion 
of hundreds of cartons of books, still piled high 
on the floor, while all day long the public stream- 
ed through the main door by the thousands. It 
was really fortunate that we were able to carry 
on with our routine work because it took almost 
the entire staff to man the desk during working 
hours. 

As a result of our vastly increased registra- 
tion and circulation, we are now open for longer 
hours each day but the strain on our book stock 
has been and still is enormous. Even the classics 
are whizzing out at great rate—just as fast as 
the newest who-done-its. 

Now that we are really settled down, we all 
feel that we have at last a library of which we 
can ‘be justly proud. We have an attractive, 
modern building, ample shelving and space, and 
the best in heating and lighting. All we want 
now are more and more books to fill up our 
ample shelves. No doubt all new libraries suffer 
from this unaccustomed feeling of too much 
space between the books! 

Our official opening day is to be April 15, and 
we hope that as many of you as possible will 
be here to see for yourselves the results pro- 
duced by the untiring labours of Mrs. Ffoulkes 
and Mr. Hughes-Games, the chairman of our 
board, who between them instigated and made 
possible our new building. 


A.L.S. 
VANCOUVER PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Planning for the new building continues to 
occupy a great deal of the time of senior mem- 
bers of the staff. Now that the preliminary plans 
have been completed and the general floor lay- 
out decided all the details of furniture, fixtures, 
and equipment must be settled so that the archi- 
tects can proceed with specifications and working 
drawings. 

The elaborate scale model of the new library 
was displayed at a meeting of the library board 
and city council on March 16. Later it appeared 


B.C.L.A. 


on the television program, “Almanac,” where it 
provoked much favourable comment. 

This year the library has been hit by the city’s 
economy program, and although the appropria- 
tion is substantially larger than in 1954 the in- 
crease is not sufficient to keep pace with the 
constantly growing demands on the library. As 
a result, the curtailment of some activities is 
inevitable if the more vital services are to be 
maintained. 


P.G. 


Positions 

VANCOUVER ISLAND REGIONAL 

LIBRARY: POSITIONS OPEN 

1. Cataloguing assistant for regional library 
system. Excellent working conditions in new 
building. Two hours by ship from Vancouver. 


th] 


Trained librarian to take charge of Nanaimo 
Branch Library. 


Both positions offer 40-hour week, three weeks 
vacation, medical and retirement plans, annual 
increments. Beginning salary $2,860.00. 

Apply to Regional Librarian, Vancouver 
Island Regional Library, 10 Strickland St., 
Nanaimo, B.C. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMISSION 


Applications will be received for the following 

position on the staff of the Peace River Branch 
of the Public Library Commission at Dawson 
Creek, B.C. 
Librarian Grade II, Assistant to the Branch 
Librarian, starting salary $245 per month plus 
living allowance of $20 per month superannua- 
tion benefits. Vacation: two weeks after one 
year, three weeks after ten years. Sick leave: 
two weeks per year, cumulative, one week for 
minor illness, non-cumulative. Contributory 
medical services. 

The Peace River Branch serves communities, 
schools and the Peace River Co-operative Li- 
brary (Regional) throughout the Peace River 
District and north 600 miles along the Alaska 
Highway to the Yukon border. This position 
should appeal especially to one with any pion- 
eering spirit of adventure in his make-up. 
Northern British Columbia is booming—oil, 
gas, farming, mining, water-power. 

Apply to The Superintendent, Public Library 
Commission, Parliament Buildings, Victoria, 
B.C. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
COMMITTEE REPORTS, 1953-1954 


Financial Statement as of 
May 4, 1954. 


Receipts 
ee ee $ 66.00 
Conference receipts 66.35 
Membership fees 742.50 
Public Library Commission 
III | hswcncdnrebenteniantikemanill 500.00 
Maecenas tt ... 15.00 


Cash in bank, July 1, 1954. 664.79 


Expenditures 
Expenses 1953 Conference_$ 136.20 
Executive meetings —_. 50.00 
Delegates—CLA ___. 180.00 
| rs 65.00 
Memberships—ALA __. 25.00 
oS eee a ee ee 50.00 
NE ere ay 2.00 
Trades and Labor Council 
{ae ee 36.90 
Trades and Labor Council 
TIN icicceirsinctetdeaicmnian 10.35 
Trades and Labor 
Congress of Canada — 51.21 
ee eee 183.88 
Supplies and exchange. 38.38 
Miscellaneous 97.92 
Transferred to Bursary 
PE soled 273.65 


Cash in bank, May 4, 1954.$ 870.58 
Less cheques outstanding - 16.43 


$2,054.64 


$1,200.49 


854.15 


$2,054.64 


Bursary and Loan Fund Committee 
(Interim Report) 


The terms of reference of this committee 
were: 

The Committee shall, (a) solicit contributions 
for the British ‘Columbia Library Association 
Bursary and Loan Funds, such monies to be 
deposited with the Treasurer; (b) draw up the 
policy and regulations of the Loan Fund and 
submit them to the Executive not later than 
June 15th; and (c) administer both Loan and 
Bursary fund in accordance with the Loan Fund 
regulations when approved, and the Bursary 
Fund regulations. 

Such final action to be completed by the 30th 
of June 1954. 

In accordance with these instructions the 
Committee met and prepared the following 
schedule: 

Contributions to be received by the Treasurer 
by April 15th. Applications for the Bursary or 
Loan to be received by the Chairman of the 
Committee by July 1. 

Bursary and Loans to be awarded by August 
3. 

For the purpose of collections the Committee 


has divided the Province into districts: 


New Westminster and Fraser Valley 
Pat Middleditch 


U.B.C. and the Okanagan_......__.__._.Noel Owens 
Vancouver Island.......Mrs. Isabelle Goodwin 
Vancouver _...... _........... Aileen Tufts 


As at April 28th, 1954, the statement of the 
Bursary Fund and Loan Fund totals $205.00 
the division of this amount between the two 
funds will be given later. 

A final report will be circulated to the mem- 
bership at the close of the Committee year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) 
Pat Middleditch 
Noel Owens 
Isabelle Goodwin 
Anne Berry 
Aileen Tufts, Chairman. 
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Certification Committee Sa 
A meeting of the Certification Committee was 
held on January 20, 1954, in Vancouver. It was a ee . 
attended by Miss Margaret Clay, Miss Eleanor LIBRARY hoa A 
Mercer, Mr. Neal Harlow( Chairman), and Mr. as 
Ronald Ley, ex-officio member. A preliminary 
statement on certification standards was drawn —— 











up and given tentative approval, copies being Fraser Valley Regional 375-425 30 
sent to Miss Bessie Greenwood, Miss Connie inc. $25 4-- 
Hackforth, and Mr. Willlard Ireland, absent 

members of the Committee. New Westminster 400 32 


At the request of the secretary of the Pro- 
vincial Library Commission, a joint meeting 
was held on April 9, 1954, in Vancouver, of a 


Incremén 








sub-commi tee of the B.C.L.A. Certification Okanagan Regional 300-400 25 
Committee (comprised of Miss Mercer, Mr. wg vd 
Ireland, and Mr. Harlow) and the Certification yt. qaee 7 
Committee of the Public Library Commission 

(Miss Clay, ‘Chairman, Mr. Robinson, and Mr. 

Morison, as Secretary of the Commission; Mr. 

Ley also attended the meeting as President of 

B.C.L.A. Provincial Library 464-536 32 


After much discussion “Proposed Certification 
Standards for Library Positions in British 
Columbia” were drawn up, the Committee of 


Increment 








the Public Library Commission agreeing that Provincial Archives 31 
no action would be taken by the ‘Commission 

relating to the revision of the existing regula- Increment 
tions until the Membership of the British Colum- 

bia Library Association had had an opportunity Public Library Commission 432-516 


to discuss the new proposal at the annual con- 
vention in Chilliwack on May 16 and 17, 1954. 
A statement of the proposed standards is 
attached, and this represents the work of the 
B.C.L.A. Certification Committee to this date. 
Neal Harlow, Chairman. Inc. $90 p 


Proposed Certification Standards for 
Professional Library Positions in 
British Columbia as Approved 

Minimum qualifications of a candidate for 


Increment 








University of British Columbia 625 411 











professional Certificate of Librarianship in the Vancouver Suite — - 
Province of British Columbia shall be a Uni- 
versity Degree with a professional Library | 
Degree from a Graduate Library School ac- Vancouver Island Regional 300-458 R41 
credited by the ‘Canadian Library Association inc. per 
or the American Library Association; or a yr. $180 23 
University Degree and the Registration Certi- 
ficate of the British Library Association (A.L.- 

Victoria Public 483-546 395 


A.); or a University Degree the equivalent 
in training and experience. 

The Board of Examiners to examine qualifi- 
cations of applicants for certification in accord- 
ance with the above regulations shall be com- 
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Salary Schedules in B.C. 


Libraries (See also p. 15-17) 


1l 























245-297 
225-271 


rements $60 per year for 6 years. 


Increments $60 per year for 6 years. 


Assist. Head of: Profess. Sub. Pro. Sec. Sr.Clerk Int.Clerk Jr. Clerk Others 
Div., 
Dept., 
Branch 
300-320 230-250 155-185 110-155 Driver 200-225 
5 604 - - $10 ---$10 ---$15 ---$15 ---$15 and $10 
324.50 268.50-302.50 235-282 194-228 194-228 161-181 134-155 Pages .50 per hour 
221-253 Caretaker 208-257 
rements annual over a 3-year period. 
250-333 200-300 200-300 125-166 125-166 100-116 Pages .50 per hour 
Driver 1.00 per hour 
- - $180 - - $180 - - $180 - - $120 -- - $60 --- $60 Films 1.15 per hour 
Mender .65 per hour 
{Branch Head 
{166-250 (untrained) 
|- - - $120 
327-387 281-339 245-298 203-239 203-239 203-239 165-— 135-173 SMicrofilm op. 
225-271 128-165 1143-180 
rements annual over a 5-year period. Typists 120-158 
Attendant 218 
315-375 281-339 245-298 MSS Clerk 188-225 
225-271 
rements annual over a 5-year period. 
292-351 281-339 188-225 173-210 165-203 128-165 Stockman 165-203 


Pages .50-.68 p.h. 





416 353 223-258 
piggies 258-283 
. $90 per year J|Jr. admin. 
lor spec’st 
linc. $100? 


180-252 





Prin.-Lib. 


Lib. I, II Sec.-Acc. 


Binder 364—408 








439-549 392-490 351-439 251-351 281-351 238-297 180-225 136-170 Bindery Woman 227 
314-392 212-266 161-201 {Bindery Appr. 
lunion scale 
Tt 
(241-375 216-300 185-250 137-167 125-150 Driver 185-250 
- - $180 - - $180 - - $120 --- $60 - - - $60 - -- $120 . 
First Asst. Sub. Prof. Dr.-Cler. Films 160-180 
392-454 343-383 300-333 170-291 175-212 170-201 200-225 170-201 Sr. Mend. 160-180 
Sr. Lib. Ord. Asst. Jr. Mend. 135-155 
267-292 205-236 Pt. Time .83-.88 p.h 
Jr. Lib. Elev. Op. .75 p.h. 


225-258 
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posed of the Superintendent of the Public 
Library Commission and two professional 
librarians appointed by the Minister of Educa- 
tion from a panel of four librarians nominated 
by the Executive Board of the British Columbia 
Library Association. 

Any person holding a certificate granted under 
previous British Columbia regulations may be 
granted the above certificate subject to approval 
of the Board of Examiners. 


A.L.A. Representative’s Report 


You will remember that the British Columbia 
Library Association has been a chapter under 
the terms of the new A.L.A. Constitution. Such 
action by the B.C.L.A. has necessarily been held 
in abeyance for several years, during which time 
the terms and means of admitting chapters have 
been under continued discussion. A procedure 
was finally approved by the A.L.A. Council at 
the Midwinter meeting of the Association in 
February, 1954; it now must be ratified by the 
A.L.A. membership, to whom it will be present- 
ed at the annual meeting of the Association at 
Minneapolis in June. The B.C.L.A. therefore 
cannot immediately apply for re-admission as a 
chapter of A.L.A.; your B.C.L.A. representative 
to A.L.A. will attend the meeting in Minneapo- 
lis and report the action taken there to the 
Executive. 

The proposed terms of re-admission, as ap- 
proved by the A.L.A. Council in February, were 
transmitted to President Ron Ley in a letter of 
March 3, 1954. 

(Signed) 

Neal Harlow, 

B.C.L.A. Representative to 
A.L.A. Council. 


SUPPLEMENT 

Because of some uncertainty last year regard- 
ing the term of the B.C.L.A. Representative on 
the A.L.A. Council, the following provisions of 
the A.L.A. by-laws which determine this matter 
are quoted: 

Article 1V—Representation in Council. 

Sec. 1(a). Each state, provincial and terri- 
torial chapter shall be entitled to one councillor 
for each 300 American Library Association 
members or fraction thereof .. . 

Sec. 4. All Councillors shall be elected .. . 
and shal! serve for terms of four years or until 
their successors are selected and qualified. 
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Sec. 5(a). Each councillor elected by a chap- 
ter or division shall present his credentials, 
signed by the president of the chapter or divi- 
sion, to the secretary of the Council in advance 
of the first meeting he may attend after his 
election. Each such chapter or division, or its 
president, may elect or appoint, as the chapter 
or division may decide, substitutes for its regu- 
larly elected councillors if such councillor can- 
not attend a meeting of the Council. 

(b). The president of a chapter or of a divi- 
sion may authorize any elected councillor from 
his chapter or division who is unable to attend 
a meeting of the Council, and has no substitute, 
to give his proxy to another elected councillor, 
preferably from the same chapter or division. 


Clerical Section 

We have considered the advantages of pub- 
lishing a dictionary of library terms which would 
be of assistance to clericals, in acquainting them 
with library language. The dictionary, a simpler 
manual than the A.L.A. glossary, is now being 
compiled and approximate costs for its publica- 
tion on a modest scale are being investigated. 

Further search has only confirmed our earlier 
reports on the scarcity of any courses, or edu- 
cational material intended for clericals who wish 
to increase their qualifications in the clerical 
field of library work. We sincerely trust a dic- 
tionary will be one aid to those teaching, and to 
those learning, library procedures. 

At the clerical section meeting of the 1954 
Conference we shall present the project for fur- 
ther consideration and constructive criticism, 
and the possibilities of implementing its pro- 
duction as early as possible. 

(Signed) 

Margaret Brunette 

Joan Mellis 

Hilda Ronning 

Joan Selby 

Evelyn McMann, Chairman. 


Constitution Committee 


A request for membership in this Association 
has been received by the Executive from a pub- 
lisher’s agent, and your Constitution Committee 
was asked to consider the feasibility of creating 
a new membership category for this type of 
member. 





